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Report to: Budget and Performance Committee  
 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat 
 

Date: 9 June 2011 
 

This report will be considered in public 

 

 
 
1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report recommends that Members of the Budget and Performance Committee agree the report 

Policing in London: A London Assembly report into the future shape of the Metropolitan Police 
Service and asks the Assembly to use its powers to request the Mayor to respond to the 
recommendations in the report. 

 
 

2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 That the Committee agrees the report: Policing in London: A London Assembly report into 

the future shape of the Metropolitan Police Service. 
 

2.2 That the Committee recommends to the Assembly that it uses its powers under section 
60(1) of the GLA Act to request the Mayor to respond to the recommendations in the 
report which are directed at the Mayor. 

 
 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Budget and Performance Committee began an investigation into front line policing in July 

2010.1  The terms of reference of the investigation were to answer the following questions: 

1. To what extent are Londoners’ expectations of front line policing going to be met by the 
Metropolitan Police’s plans, how will the police measure its front line capacity and will the 
Mayor be able to demonstrate to Londoners that front line policing is being maintained?  

2. What is the potential for the effects of any reductions in officer numbers to be mitigated by 
increasing the time spent by officers on front line duties?  

3. In practice, how effective has the implementation of officer redeployment plans been to date; 
what plans are there in place or being developed for the future; and what are the risks to their 
successful implementation?  

4. Beyond the forecast decrease of 500 included in the Metropolitan Police Authority’s Policing 
London Plan 2010-13, what impact could the government’s Comprehensive Spending Review 

                                                 
1 Front line policing scoping paper http://legacy.london.gov.uk/assembly/budgmtgs/2010/jul13/item09.pdf  

http://legacy.london.gov.uk/assembly/budgmtgs/2010/jul13/item09.pdf


and the Mayor’s 2011/12 budget have on police officer numbers? What effect would reductions 
in civilian staff numbers have on efforts to redeploy officers to the front line?  

3.2 The Committee held its first meeting on this investigation on 16 September 2010. Guests at the 
meeting were: Professor Stanko, Metropolitan Police Service; Mr Hogan-Howe, Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary; Dr Brain, Cardiff University; and Professor FitzGerald, University of 
Kent. 

3.1 On 14 October 2010 the Committee held its second meeting of the investigation with Robert Quick, 

former Assistant Commissioner for Specialist Operations at the Metropolitan Police from 2008 to 

2009 and Chief Constable of Surrey Police from 2004 to 2008. 

3.2 On the 7 December 2010 the Committee held a third meeting with Rt Hon Nick Herbert MP, 

Minister of State for Policing and Criminal Justice, Home Office; Kit Malthouse AM, MPA; Catherine 

Crawford, MPA; Tim Godwin, MPS; and Ian McPherson, MPS. 

 

 
4. Issues for Consideration  

 
4.1 The draft report, Policing in London: A London Assembly report into the future shape of the 

Metropolitan Police Service is attached as Appendix 1 to this report for Members only.  This 

document is available on the website from the link at: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-

london/the-london-assembly/investigations/front-line-policing.  

 
 
5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications of this report. 
 
 
 
 
List of appendices to this report:  
 

Appendix 1 – The Policing in London: A London Assembly report into the future shape of the Metropolitan 

Police Service 
 
 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 
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